



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Comment on the Growing Emergence of Memoirs  
of China’s Educated Youth:
Commenting Pictorial Essays  
on the Great Northern Wilderness in Passing
WANG, Youmin
 It has become a social phenomenon that more and more China’s educated 
youth are writing memoirs in recent years. Hundreds of thousands of such 
collected works have been published up to now, establishing a kind of its 
own in Chinese literature.
 Since the Cultural Revolution was over, huge amounts of unjust cases have 
been rehabalitated and many who were persecuted in previous political 
movements were liberated. Quite a number of them have published memoirs 
to tell their experience and to record history. Two types of memoirs are 
particularly notable. One is the memoirs of common people who suffered 
persecution, which is called “right wing memoirs” in this article. The other is 
the memoirs of elder comrades who had held certain leadership positions, 
addressed in this article as “veteran cadres memoirs”. These two types of 
memoirs respectively reflect the status of two important groups in Chinese 
society, and have gathered a unique group of memoir authors.
 Memoirs written by China’s educated youth emerge as the third kind of 
collective memory, showing the historical status of another important social 
group. “Right wing memoirs” and “veteran cadres memoirs” are mostly 
written by famous people, whose works drew much attention and attracted 
many readers once published, and would be regarded as important reference 
documentation by academic professionals. But the educated youth authors 
are usually grassroots, and their memoirs have not attracted enough attention 
in academic research. In view of this, this article intends to use the memoirs 
of educated youth to interpret the history of the educated youth movement to 
the countryside, describe the status of the educated youth in the post-
educated-youth-era, and explore the huge influence that the educated youth 
generation have had and will have on the trend of Chinese history.
